
AP U.S. History       Name________________________ 
Mr. Mercado 

Chapter 36 
The Cold War Begins, 1945-1952 

 
A.  True or False 

Where the statement is true, mark T. Where it is false, mark F, and correct it in the space    
immediately below.  
 
___   1.   The American consumer economy began to grow dramatically as soon as the war ended, 
               during the years 1945 to 1950.  

 
___   2.    The postwar economic boom was fueled by military spending and cheap energy.  

 
___   3.    The 40 million new jobs created after World War II in the United States came largely in  
                agribusiness and blue-collar industries.   
 
___   4.    Labor unions continued to grow rapidly in the industrial factories throughout the 1940s and 

1950s.   
 

      ___   5.    The economic and population growth of the Sunbelt occurred because the South relied less 
                      than the North did on federal government spending for its economic well-being.      
 
      ___   6.    After World War II, American big cities became heavily populated with minorities, while                
                      most whites lived in the suburbs.    
 
      ___   7.    Government policies sometimes encouraged residential segregation in the cities and new 

suburbs.      
 
      ___   8.    The postwar “baby boom” created an emphasis on childhood and youth culture in the 1950s                 
                      and 1960s.    
  
      ___   9.    Harry S Truman brought extensive experience and confidence to the presidency he assumed 

in April 1945. 
 
      ___  10.    The new United Nations proved more effective than the old League of Nations because it 

did not give a veto to the great powers represented on its Security Council 
 
      ___  11.   The growing Cold War broke down the strong bonds of trust and common ideals that 
                      America and Russia had shared as World War II allies.  
 
      ___  12.   The Western Allies pushed to establish a separate nation of West Germany, while the  
                      Russians wanted to restore a unified German state.  
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      ___  13.   The Truman Doctrine was initiated in response to threatened Soviet gains in Iran and  
                       Afghanistan.  
 
      ___  14.  The Marshall Plan was developed as a response to the possible Soviet military invasion of  
                       Western Europe. 
 
     ___   15.   The Berlin crisis and airlift were more important as a symbolic test of Allied will then as a  
                      military threat to the West.   
 
      ___  16.   The fundamental purpose of NATO was to end the historical feuds among the European 

nations of Britain, France, Italy, and Germany. 
 
      ___  17.   Postwar American policy achieved greater success in Japan than in China.      
 
      ___  18.   The postwar hunt for communist subversion concentrated was supposedly aimed at rooting 

out American communists from positions in government and teaching  
  
      ___  19.   Truman defeated Dewey in 1948 partly because of the deep splits within the Republican 
                        party that year.           
 
      ___  20.   Truman fired General MacArthur because MacArthur wanted to expand the Korean War 
                       to China.        
       
B. Multiple Choice 
      Select the best answer and write the proper letter in the space provided. 
 
___     1.    Besides giving educational benefits to returning veterans, the Serviceman’s Readjustment Act  
                  of 1944 (the GI Bill of Rights) was partly intended to 

a. prevent returning soldiers from flooding the job market. 
b. provide the colleges with a new source of income. 
c. keep the GI’s military skills in high readiness for the Cold War. 
d. Help to slow down the inflationary economy that developed at the end of World War II.    

 
___     2.    The “economic boom” of the postwar era lasted from approximately 

a. 1945 to 1955. b.  1950 to 1960 c.  1945 to 1980 d. 1950 to 1970 
 
___     3.    Among the causes of the long postwar economic expansion were 

a. foreign investment and international trade. 
b. military spending and cheap energy. 
c. labor’s wage restraint and the growing number of small businesses. 
d. government economic planning and investment. 

 
___     4.    Among the greatest beneficiaries of the post-World War II economic “boom” were 

a. the industrial inner cities b.  farm laborers. 
c.    labor unions                           d.  women 
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___     5.    The two regions that gained most in population and new industry in the postwar economic 
                   expansion were 

a. the Pacific Northwest and New England. 
b. the Northeast and South 
c. the Midwest and West. 
d. the South and West.     

 
___     6.    The federal government played a large role in the growth of the Sunbelt through 

a. federal subsidies to southern and western agriculture. 
b. its policies supporting civil rights and equal opportunity for minorities. 
c. housing loans to veterans. 
d. its financial support of the aerospace and defense industries. 

 
___     7.    Among the federal policies that contributed to the postwar migration from the cities to the  
                  suburbs were 

a. housing-mortgage tax deductions and federally built highways. 
b. public housing and Social Security. 
c. military and public-works spending. 
d. direct subsidies to suburban homebuilders. 

 
___     8.    The postwar “baby-boom” population expansion contributed to 

a. the sharp rise in elementary school enrollments in the 1970s. 
b. the strains on the Social Security system in the 1950s. 
c. the popular “youth culture” of the 1960s. 
d. the expanding job opportunities of the 1980s.  

 
___     9.    Among President Harry Truman’s most valuable qualities as a leader were 

a. his considerable experience in international affairs. 
b. his personal courage, authenticity, and sense of responsibility for big decisions. 
c. his intolerance of pettiness or corruption among his subordinates. 
d. his patience and willingness to compromise with honest critics.    

 
___    10.   The failure of the new United Nations to sustain a spirit of cooperation among the great 

powers was first demonstrated by 
a. its inability to defend the Jewish state of Israel that it had created 
b. its inability to control atomic energy and prevent the spread of nuclear weapons. 
c. its failure to address the post-World War II refugee crisis. 
d. its inability to bring a halt to the civil war between Nationalist and communist Chinese. 

 
___    11.   The primary reason that Franklin Roosevelt made concessions to Stalin at the Yalta  
                  Conference was that 

a. he sympathized with the Soviet need to dominate Eastern Europe. 
b. he wanted the Soviet Union to enter the war against Japan. 
c. he wanted the Soviets to agree to American domination of Central America and the 

Caribbean. 
                  d.   he was afraid of a postwar confrontation with the Soviet Union over China.     



Kennedy Ch. 36 Homework Packet  Page 4 

___     12.   Before World War II, both the United States and the Soviet Union 
a. had competed with Germany for the role of leading power in Europe. 
b. had concentrated on practical achievements rather than ideological issues. 
c. had attempted to build powerful armies and navies in order to gain global power. 
d. had been largely inward-looking and isolated from international affairs.        

 
___     13.   A crucial early development of the Cold War occurred when 

a. Germany was divided into an East Germany under Soviet control and a pro-American  
West Germany. 

b. American and Soviet forces engaged in armed clashes in Austria. 
c. the Soviets crushed anti-communist rebellions in Poland and Hungary. 
d. the French and Italian Communist parties attempted revolutions against their government. 

  
___     14.   The Berlin crisis of 1948-1949 occurred when  

a. the Soviet Union refused to accept the Western Allies’ control of western Germany. 
b. the Soviet Army attacked West Berlin. 
c. the people of East Berlin rioted against communist rule. 
d. Soviet forces blocked the Western Allies’ rail and highway access to West Berlin.    

 
___     15.   The NATO alliance represented an historic transformation in U.S. foreign policy because 

a. it departed from the principles of the Monroe Doctrine 
b. it put the United States into a position of guaranteeing the permanent subordination of 

Germany. 
c. it committed the United States to a permanent peacetime alliance with other nations. 
d. it meant establishing military bases outside the territory of the continental United States. 

 
___     16.   The Truman Doctrine originally developed because of the communist threat to  

a. Turkey & Greece          b. France & West Germany       
c. Iran & Afghanistan   d. Poland & Hungary 

 
___     17.   The crusade of Senator Joseph McCarthy was primarily directed against  

a. the Soviet Union. 
b. potential internal communist party takeovers of France and Italy. 
c. alleged American communist influence inside the United States. 
d. alleged Soviet spies inside the United States. 

 
___    18.   The Korean War broke out in 1950 when 

a. Chinese communists invaded Korea.  b.  the Soviet Union invaded South Korea 
c.    South Korea invaded North Korea.  d.  North Korea invaded South Korea. 

 
___    19.   President Truman fired General Douglas MacArthur from his command of American forces in 

East Asia because 
a. MacArthur had bungled the invasion of Inchon 
b. MacArthur refused to accept American forces being under United Nations control 
c. MacArthur wanted to widen the Korean War by bombing Communist China 
d. MacArthur was effectively becoming the military dictator of South Korea 
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C. Identification 
     Supply the correct identification for each numbered description. 
 
      ___________        1.   Popular name for the Serviceman’s Readjustment Act, which provided  
                                          assistance to former soldiers 
 
      ___________        2.   Shorthand name for the southern and western regions of the U.S. that 

experienced the highest rates of growth after World War II 
 
      ___________  3.   The rate of worker output per hour, which grew in the United States from 1950 
                                           to 1970 and then stagnated   
 
       __________ 4.   The sector of the economy that grew most rapidly in the postwar era, surpassing 
                                           the manufacturing and agricultural sectors 
 
       ___________       5.  New York suburb where post war builders pioneered the techniques of mass 

home construction 
 
       ___________       6.   Term for the dramatic rise in U.S. births that began immediately after World 

War II. 
 
       _________ 7.   Big Three wartime conference that later became the focus of charges that Roo- 
                                          sevelt had “sold out” Eastern Europe to the Soviet communists 
 
       _________  8.   The extended post-World War II confrontation between the United States and 
                                          the Soviet Union that stopped just short of a shooting war.  
 
      _________           9.   Meeting of Western Allies during World War II that established the economic  
                                          structures to promote recovery and enhance FDR’s vision of an “open world”  
 
      __________        10.   New international organization that experienced some early successes in diplo- 
                                          matic and cultural areas but failed  in areas like atomic arms control  
 
      __________        11.   Term for the barrier that Stalin erected to block off Soviet-dominated nations of  
                                          Eastern Europe from the West 
 
     __________         12.   American-sponsored effort to provide funds for the economic relief and recov- 
                                          ery in Europe 
 
     _________           13.   The new anti-Soviet organization of Western nations, which ended the long- 
                                           time American tradition of not joining permanent military alliances 
 
     _________           14.   Jiang Jieshi’s (Chiang Kai-shek’s) pro-American forces, which lost the Chinese 
                                          civil war to Mao Zedong’s (Mao Tse-tung’s) communists in 1949  
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     _________           15.   Key U.S. government memorandum that militarized American foreign policy 
and indicated national faith in the economy’s capacity to sustain large military 
expenditures  

 
    __________          16.   Devastating new weapon added to the arms race by the United States in 1952  
                                          and matched by the Russians in 1953 
 
     __________         17.   U.S.  House of Representatives committee that took the lead in investigating 
                                          alleged procommunist agents such as Alger Hiss  
 
     __________         18.   The dividing line between North and South Korea, across which the fighting 
                                          between communists and the United Nations forces ebbed and flowed during 
                                          the Korean War.  
 
D. Matching People, Places, and Events 
      Match the person, place, or event in the left column with the proper description in the right column by  
       inserting the correct letter on the blank line. 
 
___  1.    Benjamin Spock 
 

A. Top Nazi official who committed suicide after being 
convicted in war-crimes trials 

___  2.    Hermann Goering 
 

B. Physician who provided advice on child rearing to baby-
boomers’ parents after World War II 

___  3.    Joseph Stalin C. Young California congressman whose investigation of 
Alger Hiss spurred fears of communist influence in  

      American.   
___  4.    Berlin 
  

D. Oil-rich Middle Eastern nation that became an early focal 
point of Soviet-American conflict      

___  5.    Iran 
  

E. Originator of a massive program for the economic relief 
and recovery of devastated Europe 

___  6.    George F. Kennan 
   

F. American military commander in Korea fired by President 
Harry Truman 

___  7.    Greece 
   

G. Former vice president of the United States whose 1948 
Campaign as a pro-Soviet liberal split the Democratic 
Party  

___  8.    George C. Marshall 
   

H. Site of a series of controversial war-crimes trials that led to 
the execution of twelve Nazi leaders 
 

___  9.    Japan 
     

I. Wisconsin senator whose charges of communist infiltration 
of the U.S. government deepened the anti-red atmosphere  
of the early 1950s  

___ 10.    Nuremburg 
      

J. Nation that was effectively converted from dictatorship to 
Democracy by the strong leadership of General Douglas    

      MacArthur  
___ 11.    Richard Nixon 
   

K. The tough leader whose violation of agreements and insis- 
tence on establishing a sphere of influence in Eastern Eur- 

      ope helped launch the Cold War 
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___ 12.    Joseph McCarthy 
   

L. Southern European nation whose threatened fall to comm- 
unism in 1947 precipitated the Truman Doctrine   

___ 13.    Henry A. Wallace 
 

M. Territory deep inside the Soviet zone of Germany that was 
itself divided into four zones of occupation    

___ 14.    Strom Thurmond 
 

N. Southern segregationist who led “Dixiecrat” presidential 
campaign against Truman in 1948 

__   15.    Douglas MacArthur O. Brilliant U.S. specialist on the Soviet Union and originator 
of the theory that U.S. policy should be to “contain” the 
Soviet Union  

 
F. Matching Cause and Effect 

Match the historical cause in the left column with the proper effect in the right column by writing the 
correct letter on the blank line. 
 
                 Cause                                                                                            Effect 
 

___     1.    Cheap energy, military spending, and  
                   rising productivity      

A.  Caused an era of unprecedented growth in  
American prosperity from 1950 to 1970 

___     2.   The mechanization and consolidation of 
                  agriculture 

B. Drew millions of white and black Americans to 
the Sunbelt after World War II 

___     3.   Job opportunities, warm climates, and  
                 improved race relations 

C. Led to the proclamation of the Truman Doctrine 
and hundreds of millions of dollars in aid for 
anticommunist governments 

___     4.   “White flight” to the suburbs   D. Led to the organization of the permanent 
NATO alliance 

___     5.   The post-World War II “baby boom” E. Caused the rise of big commercial agribusiness 
and spelled the near-disappearance of the tra- 
ditional family farm  

___     6.   The American airlift to West Berlin  F. Aroused Republican charges that Democrats 
Truman and Acheson had “lost China”  

___     7.   The British withdrawal from communist- 
                 threatened Greece  

G. Broke a Soviet ground blockade and established 
American determination to resist further Soviet 
advance    

___     8.   The threat of Soviet invasion or U.S. 
isolationist withdrawal from Europe 

H. Left America’s cities heavily populated by  
racial minorities  

___     9.   General MacArthur’s reform-oriented  
                 rule of occupied Japan 

I.   Led to the firm establishment of Japanese demo- 
      cracy and the beginnings of a great Japanese 
      economic advance     

 ___  10.   Mao Zedong’s (Mao Tse-tung’s) defeat  
                 of Jiang Jieshi (Chiang Kai-shek)     

J.   Caused much school-building in the 1950s, a  
      “youth culture” in the 1960s, and growing con-  
      cern about “aging” in the 1980s  

 


